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It is a fairly widespread feature of our culture that suicide is looked upon with such a mixture of fear and disapproval that it’s very hard to
discuss the topic calmly and clearly. Most people think that you’ve got to be crazy to kill yourself. Indeed, the very fact that you are
contemplating” suicide in a desperate situation is evidence that you’re crazy. And if you’re not crazy, then it shows that you’re immoral.
Suicide, they say, is never the morally right thing to do.

So it’s easy to become emotional when thinking about this subject. Still, what I propose to do is to examine the issue systematically. And
the very first thing to do, in thinking about the topic of ending one’s own life, is to distinguish questions of rationality from questions of
morality. I’'m going to begin the discussion by focusing exclusively on the former, asking under what circumstances, if any, suicide would be
the rational thing to do. Only later will we turn to questions about morality which concerns whether or not an act of suicide is right or
wrong, and when, if ever, suicide would be a morally permissible thing to do. In posing this distinction, I argue that these questions must
come apart, or at least that they need to be examined separately.

Let’s simply say, as we turn to the evaluation of suicide from the rational point of view, that we are going to restrict our attention to
questions of rational self-interest, questions of what benefits or harms the person who is contemplating suicide. Even if there is more to
rationality than simply doing what is best for oneself, it is possible to think that normally, at least, considerations of self-interest are the most
significant ones for determining the rationality of suicide.

Is it ever rational to end one’s own life? Suppose, for example, that you accept a certain position, according to which the quality of life is
a matter of adding up all the pleasure and subtracting™ all the pain. Since the question we are asking is whether it would be better for me to
have my life end now, we want to know whether the life I would have will be good on the whole, or bad. So we add up the total amount
of pleasure and also add up the total amount of pain—taking intensity and duration into account for both calculations. We subtract the pain
from the pleasure and look to see what the grand total is. If the total is positive, your life is worth continuing. If negative, it is not. A life
with a negative balance would be filled with sufficient pain and suffering, and you would be better off not having it. Suicide can be rationally
justified under certain circumstances if we are evaluating suicide from the perspective of rational self-interest.

Is it ever morally permissible to end one’s own life? So, let’s look at that topic now. As I said before, morality deals with the question of
whether an act is right or wrong. Suppose an army pilot’s single-seater plane goes out of control over a heavily populated area; he has the
choice of staying in the plane and bringing it down where it will do little damage but at the cost of certain death for himself, and of escaping
to save his life and letting the plane fall where it will, very possibly killing other people. Suppose he chooses to do the former because he
feels obliged to perform a moral duty to save lives, and so sacrifices himself. Does anyone want to say that his action is morally wrong? To
end one’s own life isn’t always morally permissible, but it is sometimes permissible.

* contemplate: to consider doing something in the future ** subtract: to take a number from another number
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Societies, no matter how stable they may appear, are on-going things. The world is in a state of continuous transformation, and as life
conditions change, knowledge must keep pace. Crisis situations arise whenever new events are not understandable in terms of established
assumptions. Existing expectations are violated; new sensitivities arise; and new ideas emerge to be tested. In order that they may continue to
act in association with one another, men must alter their basic attitudes and beliefs together. Thus, the emergence of new hypotheses and
their acceptance as part of a modified view is a social process. As long as there is a possibility of communication among those caught in a
crisis, social reconstruction will to some extent depend upon the reactions of those involved as they affect one another as well as upon their
reactions to the events. It is by consulting each other and comparing their experiences that they alter their ways of acting. Rumor is an
important part of this process of transformation. As such, it is not an abnormal phenomenon, but an integral part of the processes whereby
men develop more adequate ways of coping with new circumstances. Since it is very unlikely that every new event will be defined
satisfactorily through authoritative news media, it seems that rumors will always play some part in the efforts of men to come to terms with
their ever-changing world. Rumor is a social interaction whose component parts consist of interpretative and communicative activity; it
develops as men caught together in an ambiguous situation attempt to construct a meaningful interpretation of it by using all available
intellectual resources. If demand for news in a public exceeds the supply made available through institutional news media, rumor construction
is likely to occur. When information essential for adjustment is not readily available, the situation becomes problematic. Demand for news is
positively associated with intensity of collective excitement, and both depend upon the felt importance of an event to its public. The greater
the importance of an event and the unsatisfied demand for news, the more likely it is that rumors will develop. When the situation in which
it arose is no longer problematic, when either demand for news drops or supply becomes adequate, rumor construction is terminated. In

situations characterized by familiar events and social stability, it is unlikely that rumors will be generated.
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[1-3] 202 DO|1L h< 202 THFAI7|= &MY (a,b,c)2 7HFE FIHAIL.
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Passage 1:

Observe that the mind rules the body. In this example it is clear that it is
natural and necessary for the body to be governed by the mind; for if this
were not true, then the person is likely to come to harm. Again, the same
holds good between humans and tame animals: it is better for them to be

ruled by humans, since this gives them security. And the same must also
necessarily apply in the case of mankind as a whole; therefore all men that
differ as widely as the body does from the mind and animals from human
beings, these are by nature slaves, for whom to be governed by this kind of
authority is good for them.

Question 1 RO 2T ESIA| L.

What is the author arguing for? Through a careful analysis of the author’s
reasoning, explain what objections may be brought against the argument?

A AAEe FAo] FAJA AHsiAl e AA T debd =d1e AAE 243
ol I Aol tis] o "t o) o] s A el HAL.

Take the viewpoint of a supporter of the author’s conclusion. If you were
trying to convince someone, what additional persuasive points would you make
in support of the author’s conclusion?

8 AAY AEE AAEE BHAN FEE ASstaA & uf HA7E A A
o7 olge TS ¢ AN F ASA T HA L.

HH 2% 157
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Passage 2:
The conscious and intelligent manipulation of the habits and opinions of

common people is an important element in democratic society. Those who
manipulate the people in this way make up an invisible government which is
the true ruling power of our country.

We are governed, our minds shaped, our tastes formed, our ideas
suggested, largely by men we have never heard of. This is a logical result of
the way in which our democratic society is organized. Great numbers of
human beings must cooperate in this manner if they are to live together in
a smoothly functioning society.

Our invisible rulers govern us by their qualities of natural leadership,
their ability to supply needed ideas and by their key position in the social
structure. Whatever attitude one chooses toward this condition, it remains a
fact that in almost every act of our daily lives, whether in the sphere of
politics or business, in our social behavior or our ethical thinking, we are
dominated by the relatively small number of persons who understand the
psychology and social patterns of common people. It is they who control the

public mind.

Question 2 =020 ESIA|L.

Based on your knowledge of current affairs, history, or your own experience,
provide one or more specific examples to illustrate the author’s point in
passage 2.

AALeE ALl ik A A olup ApLle]l BAPS FEste] AAE 20 WERG A3
TS JiAsE FAH AE sk o] AAE BAIL.

Compare and contrast passage 1 and passage 2—what are the similarities and
differences between the two authors’ views?

ANEL AANE2E vmetn s BAL. 5 Axe] BPe] FAET Aol
S AHs BAL.

Question 3 Please answer in English only.

In your opinion, how valuable is a so-called “smoothly functioning society”?
Might there be value in a less “smoothly functioning society”? Illustrate your
answer with examples.

HH 25 T 2
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[Problem] We consider geometric series of the form Zan with a, being

n=1
E:{

Answer the following questions.

elements of the set

11 t1
37327337347"‘ .

[Question 1] OP%01§U} 0}1\]2
(a) S8l Za o] gfo] —Ol = & s

n=1

. . . . 1
Find an example of a geometric series Ean whose sum is equal to 2%

n=1

(b) Tk 257H9] %

Fol4 Sul34 Yao @ol D 4 Qb 42 R LsAle.

n=1

Among the following 25 numbers

—_
—_
—_
Ju—
—_

1727374777 25"

find all numbers which can be the sum of a geometric series Y, a,.

n=1

AA 2% 5 1%
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[Question 2] st=o] 29t T3IA| Q.

S _ 1
cCylA 2 : o] sto
) ]H_I" nzlan_l u ] 2019

Chel 7 098 HHALL,

of g 4 et g

?

Is it possible to find a geometric series Y)a, whose sum is equal to

n=1

2019

If it is possible, give an example; otherwise, explain why it is not possible.

[Question 3] Please answer in English only.

“The reasonable man adapts himself to the world. The unreasonable man
adapts the world to himself. Therefore, all progress is down to the
unreasonable man.”

To what extent do you think this is true of scientific progress? Give an
example to illustrate your answer.

A 2% & 2%
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“Animal Liberation” may sound more like a parody of other
liberation movements than a serious objective. The idea of “The
Rights of Animals” actually was once used to parody the case for
women's rights. The first defense of animal rights came in the form
of a joke on human rights. As a reaction against the new ethics of
the Enlightenment, Thomas Taylor(1758-1835) ridiculed rights for
men and women by arguing that these would eventually lead to the
absurd idea of giving rights to brutes®, and perhaps even plants and
things.

“brutes=beasts

AN <p>
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